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One Month Later: Community Disaster 

Resilience Zones 

A new law signed by President Biden on Dec. 20, 2022—the Community Disaster Resilience 

Zones Act—builds disaster resilience across the nation by creating and designating 

resilience zones that identify disadvantaged communities most at-risk to natural hazards. 

Earlier this month, FEMA selected 483 census tracts in communities that will benefit from 

the designations. All zones listed are identified as disadvantaged in the Climate and 

Economic Justice Screening Tool.  

Community Disaster Resilience Zones provide a framework for partners to work together to collectively build 

community resilience in our nation’s most vulnerable areas. These zone designations have the potential to be a vital 

tool to help prioritize and focus resilience and mitigation efforts not only in FEMA, but also for private sector 

investments, philanthropy and non-governmental organizations.  FEMA is currently working with other federal 

agencies for support and implementation of these designated zones.  

These designated zones will provide geographic focus for financial and technical assistance from public, private and 

philanthropic agencies and organizations for the planning and implementation of resilience projects. 

Here's a sampling of what resilience-oriented industry leaders, from architecture to insurance to environmental and 

economic management, are saying in support of the Community Disaster Resilience Zones designations.  This list of 

support continues to grow.  

American Institute of Architects 

Lakisha Woods, CAE, EVP & Chief Executive Officer  

“The American Institute of Architects commends FEMA for designating the first 483 Community Disaster 

Resilience Zones. While the impact of natural disasters continues to increase in both frequency and severity, 

AIA is committed to advancing resilient building design through all available channels and offers a range of 

resources, research, and expertise.  

Architects play a crucial role designing resilient strategies to help communities prepare for and recover from 

catastrophic events.  AIA is proud to have worked with Congress to get the Community Disaster Resilience Zone 

Act passed. We look forward to working with FEMA to ensure the communities selected receive the support 

necessary to prepare for the next disaster.” 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3875/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3875/text
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
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American Property Casualty Insurance Association 

Michael Richmond-Crum, Director, Personal Lines & Counsel 

“As the primary trade association for home, auto, and business insurers, the American Property Casualty 

Insurance Association and our members are deeply committed to overcoming the challenges that devastating 

catastrophes present to our nation.  We believe the changing landscape of catastrophic events, and the impact 

that are having across the world and within the United States, demands immediate innovative solutions at all 

levels of government to improve resiliency and protect communities.  

Location and community-oriented programs such as the Community Disaster Resilience Zones Program, which 

are intended to improve resilience through federal and public-private resource partnerships are a needed and 

vital component to a holistic national response to the changing natural catastrophe landscape.  

APCIA and its members believe that these designations are an essential component of national efforts to adapt 

and respond to the ongoing and increasing risk of property loss to catastrophic events and to improve the 

nation’s resiliency to those events.” 

Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA) 

Tom Dobbins, Chief Executive Officer, Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies 

"AMWA appreciates the efforts of FEMA to effectively implement the Community Disaster Resilience Zones Act 

of 2022 by updating the National Risk Index and considering processes to designate and assist community 

disaster resilience zones. As large, metropolitan drinking water agencies, AMWA’s members consistently 

prepare for and respond to natural disasters.  

AMWA supports FEMA’s commitment to designate and prioritize funding for communities with demonstrated 

vulnerability to major disasters and values the agency’s engagement in helping utilities and communities 

reduce the impacts of climate change and other natural hazards." 

Center for Disaster Philanthropy 

Patricia McIlreavy, President and CEO 

“The Center for Disaster Philanthropy (CDP) commends FEMA’s identification of Community Disaster Resilience 

Zones. At CDP, we recognize that the most marginalized and systemically discriminated against communities, 

families and individuals are the ones who suffer the most after a disaster.  

We are also clear that there are no “natural disasters.” Rather, disasters occur when there is an intersection of 

natural or technological hazards, including severe weather events, with an at-risk population. The release of 

these designations is a solid first step at identifying those areas that house U.S. populations needing support – 

before, during and after a disaster.  

For philanthropy, this is an opportunity to direct investment to mitigation, adaptation and preparedness 

activities to reduce the impact of the climate crisis. Designated zones allows funders to clearly identify pockets 

of their communities requiring higher levels of investment. CDP looks forward to learning more as the 

implementation progresses and to supporting philanthropic entities engaged in responding in designated 

zones.”  

https://urldefense.us/v3/__https:/disasterphilanthropy.org/people/patricia-mcilreavy/__;!!BClRuOV5cvtbuNI!Eq1ZhHf9WXr3k5VM4gPzJ8FHkT-j1L4ZtIdxDuGJt0v6UEKMXO7aagh4mM8PdFoN4zvp0_vsJUCkfZzD7kwFTAxWyfJad3Kj9rooL6kJb5yLErrCFQ$
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Coastal States Organization 

Derek Brockbank, Executive Director 

“With the currently unprecedented level of federal investment in building climate resilience, it is important that 

federal programs work to complement one another in order to best provide support to communities in need. 

CSO lauds the goal of these designations and in using the National Risk Index to target federal support to 

communities most in need of assistance for resilience-related activities and assist communities in 

understanding their risk to natural hazards. CSO staff stand ready to engage with FEMA on sharing information 

with our members across the coastal states and territories.” 

Geos Institute  

Tonya Graham, Executive Director 

“We appreciate the forward-thinking nature of this initiative and its potential to create transformational change 

for at-risk communities across our nation. FEMA's partnership approach to designating and supporting 

communities that receive CDRZ designations bodes well for the initiative's long-term success. It is exciting to 

see this scale of investment in creating a resilient nation.” 

Milken Institute  

Dan Carol, Senior Director, Climate Resilient Infrastructure Initiative 

 “We strongly believe that the designation of Community Disaster Resilience Zones provides an opportunity to 

direct much‐needed focus and resources to high‐need communities while incentivizing best practices and 

innovative finance at the local level. Through our 10,000 Communities Initiative and Community Infrastructure 

Center, the Milken Institute is actively working with partners to help underserved rural and urban communities 

access project development capital and technical assistance so that they can build their most critical 

community infrastructure projects and strengthen local economic resilience.  

Many disadvantaged communities lack the ability to respond to emergencies due to insufficient economic 

resources. Investment in hazard mitigation presents an opportunity to help communities build economic 

resilience, not only in facilitating their ability to respond to natural hazards but also in their overall well‐being. 

Implementing the CDRZ offers a very promising new channel for leveraging these efforts to de‐risk community 

infrastructure and thereby attract additional public, private, impact, and philanthropic capital to areas most 

affected by extreme weather and climate change.” 

National Institute of Building Sciences 

Dr. JQ Yuan, Vice President of Engineering, National Institute of Building Sciences 

“As natural disasters grow more frequent and destructive, our nation is experiencing an urgent need to improve 

community resilience, especially for those having high vulnerability to disasters and with limited resources. The 

concept of the Community Disaster Resilience Zones initiative aims to address the unique challenges faced by 

these communities by providing them with targeted support and resources to enhance their disaster resilience. 

Once Community Disaster Resilience Zones are determined, FEMA and partner agencies can make a 

designated effort to provide grants, funding opportunities and tools to help streamline the funding opportunities 
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from both public and private sectors. The National Institute of Building Sciences applaud the leading effort by 

FEMA in implementing this important framework. 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 

Diane Yentel, President and CEO 

“As climate-change influenced disasters become more common and severe, the effort to mitigate potential 

harms and increase community resilience is an absolute necessity. For this reason, NLIHC and the DHRC 

endorsed the Community Disaster Resilience Zones Act of 2022 and are pleased that FEMA is working to 

implement the new program. 

By ensuring community input, appropriate targeting of funding, and robust technical assistance, this initiative 

can assist in ensuring the lowest-income and most marginalized communities receive the assistance they need 

to implement resilience and mitigation measures in advance of future disasters.” 

National Wildlife Federation 

Jessie Ritter, Associate Vice President, Waters & Coasts 

“National Wildlife Federation strongly supports the intent of the Community Disaster Resilience Zones 

initiative to identify the most vulnerable communities at the frontlines of climate risks and natural hazards, 

to provide targeted support to maximize federal funding and technical assistance, and to reduce overall 

hazard risk.” 

Resilience Innovation Hub 

Richard Seline, Managing Director 

“The Community Disaster Resilience Zone Act, through its designation of “Most At Risk” and “Most In Need” 

census tracks will encourage a necessary pivot from our less than efficient current recovery and rebuild 

approach to one that is purposefully focused on a new resilience risk mitigation strategy to withstand whatever 

the future may hold. 

Through these Resilience Zone designations, billions of needed investments in the so-called ‘bricks and sticks’ 

of our critical infrastructure - coupled with advanced technologies, equipment, and data - will spark additional 

benefits for reducing health and well-being, food and nutrition, education and employment vulnerabilities. We 

WILL see communities not just survive but thrive, for this and future generations. 

The bipartisan Congressional support for the CDRZ Act, a visionary proposal by the nation’s reinsurance 

leadership to align the full measure of our Nation’s capacity in designing innovative mitigation infrastructure 

projects AND community programs, has the power to also transform how FEMA, its peer federal departments 

and agencies coordinate their resources to attract additional private and philanthropic dollars, as well as 

unleash states and local governments to incentivize new partnerships.” 
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SBP 

Zack Rosenburg, Co-founder and CEO 

“SBP (formerly the St. Bernard Project) has seen firsthand the negative effects of disasters, specifically in 

communities with limited capacity to prepare for, recover from, and mitigate against them. The Community 

Disaster Resilience Zones will streamline assistance to communities that are at high risk for disaster but may 

not have the capacity to access the available funding they so desperately need. SBP applauds the innovation 

and creation of the CDRZ and looks forward to its success in fortifying at-risk and vulnerable communities.” 

Taxpayers for Common Sense 

Steve Ellis, President of Taxpayers for Common Sense 

“Taxpayers for Common Sense fully supports the establishment of Community Disaster Resilience Zones. This 

initiative offers a proactive and data-driven approach to disaster preparedness, response, and recovery. By 

effectively allocating taxpayer funds, fostering public-private partnerships, and empowering communities, we 

can enhance the nation’s resilience and minimize the economic and human costs of natural disasters.” 

“By prioritizing the needs of vulnerable communities, we can significantly enhance our nation’s disaster 

resilience and effectively allocate resources to those who need it most. This approach fosters a more 

responsible use of taxpayer funds, reducing waste and maximizing the benefits for communities across the 

country.” 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Chuck Chaitovitz, Vice President, Environmental Affairs and Sustainability 

“The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, along with our diverse coalition of business, conservation, and local 

government stakeholders, commend FEMA for releasing the first round of Community Disaster Resilience Zones 

designations.  This program will prioritize critical resources for high-risk and disadvantaged communities across 

the U.S. so they can invest in smart, modern, and resilient infrastructure to mitigate future crises.  

The U.S. Chamber will work with our federation of state and local chambers and associations to ensure the local 

business community remains engaged and will share our Small and Disadvantaged Community Water Funding 

Roadmap so communities can access the best public and private technical assistance to pursue necessary 

resilience funding.” 

Walmart 

Brooks Nelson, Program Officer for Disaster Relief and Preparedness 

"Disasters not only affect Walmart’s business, associates and communities, they also disproportionately impact 

vulnerable communities who tend to face challenges recovering financially. We applaud the Community Disaster 

Resilience Zones framework, which aims to provide financial and technical assistance from the public, private 

and philanthropic sectors to support vital resilience projects that mitigate the impact of disasters. Our hope is 

that this initiative will help ensure that resources reach people who need them most." 

https://urldefense.us/v3/__https:/www.uschamber.com/energy/small-and-disadvantaged-community-water-funding-roadmap__;!!BClRuOV5cvtbuNI!Ab1h1Fx69LFIA-Inf6iWvGneythUVDzyELXfR5Vmgiajfe4CnVawbGVRud8swD76RlN1C_75CkF4WArXfGlRslfaN2d-H_tFWr0$
https://urldefense.us/v3/__https:/www.uschamber.com/energy/small-and-disadvantaged-community-water-funding-roadmap__;!!BClRuOV5cvtbuNI!Ab1h1Fx69LFIA-Inf6iWvGneythUVDzyELXfR5Vmgiajfe4CnVawbGVRud8swD76RlN1C_75CkF4WArXfGlRslfaN2d-H_tFWr0$

