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Increased BLM Logging Emissions are  
Equivalent to Half of Emissions from a  
Coal-Fired Power Plant in Oregon

A comparison of logging-related emissions due to 

the enactment of Senator Wyden’s legislation to those 

produced by Oregon’s largest users of fossil fuels show 

that logging-related emissions would contribute sub-

stantially to the states’ overall greenhouse gas emis-

sions. For instance, compared to the annual emis-

sions from the Portland Boardman coal-fired power 

plant that emits ~5.32 million metric tonnes CO2 

(e) annually (two permits as reported to the Oregon 

DEQ)5, the proposed additional logging would release 

approximately half that amount annually.

Increased BLM Logging Emissions are  
Equivalent to Emissions from Over  
A Half-Million More Cars 

The atmospheric emissions of CO2 from increased 

logging if Senator Wyden’s 2013 legislation is enacted 

into law would be the equivalent to adding another 

566,316 cars to Oregon’s roads.6 At the end of 2013, 

Oregon had 3,260,388 registered passenger vehicles.7 

Increased BLM Logging Emissions are  
Equivalent to Emissions from Burning  
Over 6.3 Million Barrels of Oil Annually

Increased logging on Western Oregon federal public 

forestlands proposed by Senator Wyden would have 

the climate impact of annually burning 6,255,814 

barrels of oil.8

5. 2010 Greenhouse gas emissions reported to the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality by facilities holding air 
quality permits.

6. US Environmental Protection Agency. Greenhouse Gas 
Equivalencies Calculator. http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/
energy-resources/calculator.html (accessed 7 August 2014)

7. Oregon Department of Transportation. December 31, 2013. 
Motor Vehicle Registrations by County. Driver and Motor 
Vehicles Services Division. Salem, OR. http://www.oregon.
gov/ODOT/DMV/docs/stats/vehicle/2013_Vehicle_County_
Registration.pdf (accessed 7 August 2014) 

8. See note 7.

Portland General Electric’s coal-fired electrical generation plan near 
Boardman, Oregon. Photo: Tedder/Wikipedia Commons

The Emissions Bottom Line
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Thus, high-biomass forests can either be long term 

“sinks” for carbon (photo left) or emitters (photo 

right) of CO2 depending on how they are man-

aged. Our analysis shows that decision makers, 

land managers, and the public have choices about 

forest management and future climate that rival 

choices being made regarding fossil fuel emissions 

and their effects on the climate. 

At a time when western states like Oregon are aim-

ing to cut greenhouse gas emissions from industry 

and transportation and there is growing aware-

ness of the critical need to reduce emissions at 

the national level via President Obama’s Climate 

Action Plan, Senator Wyden’s 2013 legislation 

would substantially increase CO2 emissions exac-

erbating climate change that future Oregonians 

will have to suffer.

Wagon Road BLM pilot and Buck Rising BLM pilot projects. Photos: F. Eatherington

Photos of BLM pilots can be found here:
https://plus.google.com/photos/112037980213765028264/albums/5857669663203317713/5943754965882583826? 

banner=pwa&pid=5943754965882583826&oid=112037980213765028264; 
https://plus.google.com/photos/112037980213765028264/albums/5857669663203317713?banner=pwa
https://plus.google.com/photos/112037980213765028264/albums/5679181916089722081?banner=pwa
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